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stripped of Ms Turkish rank and decorations,  and

expelled from Palestine,

The  attack  upon  Roman! was  the last  Turkish
enterprise  undertaken   in   Sinai^   and   the  initiative

henceforth passed Into the hands of the British,
General Murray determined to clear the desert of the
enemy. His operations were distinguished, as always,
with great deliberation. By easy stages the British
advanced over the road leading into Palestine, the
railway following In rear. On the 2Oth December
El Arish was occupied without opposition, and the
mounted troops pushed on to Rafa. But the march
could not be continued beyond that post until the
enemy had been expelled from Auja and Kossaima,
the burden animals rested^ and supplies collected at
various points. Meanwhile the enemy withdrew to
a line resting upon Gaza and Bir Saba.